PHILIPPIANSCLASSII
Classll: 1:12-26: The Text and Questionsto Ponder

12. Now | want you to know brothers, that what has happened to me hasreally
served to advancethe gospel. 13. Asaresult, it has become clear throughout the
whole palace guard and to everyone elsethat | am in chainsfor Christ.

---What does Paul say has happened here?

---Why does Paul want people to know this?

14. Because of my chains, most of the brothersin the L ord have been encouraged to
speak the word of God mor e courageously and fearlessly.

---How does this work?

---What would cause fear in speaking the

Word?

---Why would they have more courage?

15. It istrue that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but othersout of
goodwill.

---How does one preach Christ out of envy or rivalry?

---How out of good will?

---There are two groups here. Which one would each of us most likely fit into?

16. Thelatter do soin love, knowing that | am put herefor the defense of the gospel.

17. Theformer preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that
they can stir up troublefor mewhilel am in chains.

---What are the two hearts here?

---Why do you think those two hearts existed?

---Arethey both preaching Christ?

---Why stir up trouble for Paul?

18. But what doesit matter ? The important thing isthat in every way, whether from
false motivesor true, Christ is preached. And because of this| reoice.

---Why was Paul not angry? Or was he?

---How could he rejoice?

---What makes that possible in his mindset?

The Concept of the Mirror

Paul had lear ned how to handlethe mirrorsin hislife.
Trialg/darkness---mirror---Window/light

How do you respond to your mirrors?

Do you see God’svision for you or do you get angry, rebel against the mirror and go
back to the dark world?

18c. Yes, and | will continuetoreoice, 19. For | know that through your prayers
and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will
turn out for my deliverance.

---What deliverance do you think he spoke of?

---Could it be a deliverance of vindication?



20. | eagerly expect and hopethat | will in no way be ashamed, but will have
sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body.

---What did Paul in his heart want?

---What would cause Paul to be ashamed?

---How can Christ be exalted in our bodies?

---Isthat what we want in our hearts?

21. For tome, toliveisChrist and to dieis gain.

---What does it mean “to liveis Christ?’

---How isdying gain?

---Do you really think Paul meant this? How do you know?

---Isthis our attitude?

---How could we gain that type of heart in all areas of our lives?

22.1f 1 amto goon living in the body, thiswill mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what
shall | choose? | do not know! 23. 1 am torn between the two: | desireto depart
and bewith Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it ismore necessary for you
that | remain in the body.

---What was Paul wrestling with?

---Who was he concerned about most?

---Is this our heart?

25. Convinced of this, | know that | will remain, and | will continue with all of you
for your progressand joy in thefaith.

---1s Paul looking out for his best or theirs?

---Do welook out for our brother’s and sister’s best?

---Do we do what we do here for the progress and joy of other’sfaith?

---How would you know if you do this or not?

---Does your mirror show you anything about this?

26. “ So that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesuswill over flow
on account of me” OR perhaps a better trandlation, “ So that your boasting
(prideor groundsfor glorying) may abound (or overflow) in Christ Jesus
through my ministry when | return toyou” (Silva, p. 76).

---Does Paul have any confidence displayed here?

---What isit?

---Do we have confidence in Christ that our presence with other Christians causesjoy in
them?

---What blocks are there in your confidence to be this? What does your mirror show you?

What isyour Mirror Tryingto Say to You?

Trialsin finances

Trialsin marriage or with children

Triasin friendships

Trialsin old habits (drinking, smoking, cursing, immorality, impurity, envy, etc).

Trialsare amirror to help you and | see ourselves so we can see the window and envision

what we can become.

Will you respond to the mirror and go to the window?



